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Pitch: The steepness of a roof 
 
Gable roof: A pitched roof with two sloped sides.  This is the typical roof that we think 

of when we draw a house.  They can be very low pitched or very high 
pitched. 

 
Hip roof: A roof with 4 sloped sides 
 
Gambrel roof:  A roof that has two slopes on each side, the upper slope being flatter than 

the lower slope, allowing interior space for full sized room upstairs. 
 
Mansard roof: a roof that has two slopes on all sides, with the lower slope being steep 

and the upper slope being almost flat 
 
Flat roof: a single plane roof that is pitched at a very low angle to shed water 
 
Shed roof: A roof that starts at the eaves of the existing roof and continues at a lower 

pitch. 
 
Cross Gable roof: A pair of gable roofs set at right angles to each other. 
 
 
 


